BOROUGH  OF  SUTTON  COLDFIELD. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


For  the  Year  1921. 


SUTTON  COLDFIELD  : 

W.  F.  Woodcock  &  Sons,  Printers,  98,  Parade. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 


The  HEALTH  AND  BUILDINGS  COMMITTEE. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  of  the  Borough  for  the  Year  1921. 

In  compliance  with  the  directions  of  the  Minister  of 
Health,  contained  in  Circular  269,  December  28th,  1921, 
certain  details  as  to  conditions  which  do  not  vary  from  year  to 
year  have  been  omitted  ;  and  others  have  been  presented  in  a 
more  curtailed  form. 


The  Circular  directs  that  a  Report  of  a  more  detailed 
character,  referred  to  as  a  “Survey  Report”  will  be  required  at 
intervals  of  not  more  than  five  years. 

In  April,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Work  was 
transferred  from  the  Council  House  to  Maney  Institute  in 
Holland  Street.  These  premises,  after  alteration  have  proved 
highly  satisfactory. 

I  have  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Committee  for 
their  courteous  consideration  of  any  suggestions  which  I  have 
had  the  privilege  of  placing  before  them  during  the  year. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


Council  House, 

Sutton  Coldfield, 

April  10th,  1922. 


J.  H.  WRIGHT,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (Acres)  .  13,030 

Population  (1921)  .  23,028 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  (1921)  .  5,617 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  5, 801 

Rateable  Value  .  £152,391 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  .  £578 


Area  and  Population  0!  Wards. 


Ward. 

Area  in  Acres. 

Population. 

Boldmere  Ward  _ 

Hill . 

Trinity  . 

I,05T 

2,907 

3,223 

848 

4,242 

*  759 

5.899 

3,654 

3,822 

4,777 

1,642 

3,358 

Maney  . 

Walmlev  . 

Wylde  Green  . 

13,030 

. . . . - — 

23,028 

r-^nr— 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Births. 


Legitimate 

382 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Illegitimate 

8 

390 

194 

I96 

Birth  rate,  R.G.  17.07 

Deaths . 

229 

Il6 

113 

Death  rate,  r.g. 10.02. 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth  : 

From  Sepsis  .  2. 

,  Other  causes  .  Nil. 


Death  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births 
Legitimate  57.5  Illegitimate  125. 

Total  Infant  Mortality  58.9. 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  1. 

,,  Whooping  Cough  .  3. 


,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  1. 

The  birth-rate  was  17.07  per  1,000  population  as  compared 
with  20.6  in  1920,  and  15.7  in  1919.  This  figure  compares  very 
unfavourably  with  the  average  of  the  other  smaller  Towns  which 
is  22.7. 


2. 


Deaths.  The  corrected  number  of  deaths  was  229,  an  increase 
of  26  over  the  previous  year.  The  death-rate  was  10.02  per  1,000 
as  compared  with  11.3  for  other  smaller  Towns,  and  13. 1  for  England 
and  Wales  generally. 

Of  the  229  deaths  registered  83  occurred  in  persons  over 
70  years. 

Cancer.  Thirty-six  deaths  were  due  to  this  disease ;  an 
increase  of  13  over  those  of  1920,  and  of  5  over  those  of  1919. 

Heart  and  Circulatory  System. 

Sixty-one  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  these  diseases  as 


follows  :- 

Cerebral  Hemorrhage  .  27 

Heart  disease  . 27 

Arteric  Sclerosis  .  7 


Total  ....61 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pnuemonia). 

There  were  12  deaths,  of  which  Bronchitis  accounted  for  11 

Violence.  Nine  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  violence, 
four  being  suicides. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate.  Seven  deaths  were  attributable  to 
the  Zymotic  diseases  :-  Measles  1,  Whooping  Cough  3,  Diphtheria; 
2,  Diarrhoea  1.  This  yields  a  zymotic  death-rate  of  .30  per  1,000 
as  compared  with  .13  for  1920. 


1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

Birth  Rate  . 

6.8 

19.41 

18.24 

13.85 

16.24 

15.22 

15.74 

15.74 

20.6 

17  07 

Death  Rate  . 

8.54 

10.97 

9.08 

10.61 

10.76 

12.87 

12.95 

11.56 

9.3 

10.02 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 

fi.84 

0.S8 

0.42 

0.35 

0.42 

0.46 

0  58 

0.19 

.13 

.30 

Infant  Mortality.  The  number  of  deaths  in  infants  under 
one  year  was  23,  as  compared  with  14  in  1920.  One  death  occurred 
amongst  illegitimate  children. 


The  Infant  mortality  rate  was  58.9,  as  compared  with  47, 
68  and  31.2  for  the  three  previous  years.  The  average  for  the 
other  smaller  Towns  for  1921  was  84. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

There  was  an  increase  of  11  notifications  over  the  previous 
year  attributable  to  Scarlet  fever  and  Pneumonia. 

Diphtheria.  Nineteen  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with 
25  during  1920.  There  were  two  deaths.  Forty-nine  swabs  were 
submitted  for  examination  of  which  seven  were  positive. 
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Scarlet  Fever.  Eighty  notifications  were  received.  In  a 
few  instances  several  members  of  one  family  were  affected,  but 
otherwise  there  was  no  grouping  of  the  disease.  The  greatest 
number  of  cases  occurred  in  Boldmere  Ward.  The  disease  was 
most  prevalent  during  the  December  quarter.  The  Death-rate 
was  Nil. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Eighteen  cases  were  notified  as 
compared  with  24  in  1920.  Eleven  were  males,  and  of  these,  all 
were  between  the  ages  of  20  and  40.  Four  samples  of  Sputum 
were  submitted  for  examination,  of  which  none  were  positive. 

Tuberculosis.  (Other  Forms).  Four  cases  were  notified 
and  included  peritonitis,  meningitis,  and  disease  of  joints  and  glands 

A  total  of  eight  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  tuberculosis, 
two  being  due  to  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs. 

Of  a  total  of  eight  deaths  from  tuberculosis,  only  one  case 
(non-pulmonary)  had  not  been  notified. 

The  notification  of  tuberculosis  by  Practitioners  is  satis¬ 
factory. 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea.  In  spite  of  the  hot  weather  experi¬ 
enced  during  the  Summer,  there  was  a  remarkable  absence  of  this 
affection  in  young  children.  A  few  mild  cases  ocurred  in  the  third 
quarter.  Only  one  death  was  registered. 

Pnuemonia.  Seventeen  cases  were  notified  of  which  15  died. 
This  gives  a  mortality  rate  of  almost  90  per  cent,  assuming  the 
notifications  to  be  complete. 

Enteric.  No  cases  were  notified. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica.  Two  cases  occurred  during  the 
year,  with  one  death.  Both  cases  were  males,  aged  37  and  38.  The 
sanitary  conditions  were  good  in  each  case. 


Ophthalmia  Neonotorum.  Two  cases  were  notified  by 
Private  Practitioners  and  a  third  case  was  reported  to  have  occurred 
in  the  practice  of  a  midwife. 


OphtTmia 

Neona¬ 

torum. 

Cases. 

Vision 

unim¬ 

paired. 

Vision 

impair¬ 

ed. 

Total 

Blind¬ 

ness. 

Deaths 

Notified. 

Treated. 

At  home 

In  hospit’I 

Three 

Two 

Two 

One 

Three 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 
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Meningoccal  Meningitis.  One  case  occurred  in  Coles  Lane 
— a  female  aged  44.  There  was  no  history  of  exposure  to  infection 
and  the  sanitary  conditions  were  good.  The  case  died. 

Puerperal  Fever.  There  was  one  notification  under  this 
heading.  The  corrected  mortality  figure  was  two. 

Small-Pox.  No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  and,  no 
action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Small-pox  Prevention) 
Regulations  1917. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  House,  Vaccination  Officer,  for  the 
following  Return  under  the  Vaccination  Acts. 

The  conscientious  objections  have  increased  from  27%  in 
1919  to  34%  in  1920  to  36%  in  1921.  This  increase  is  very  regret¬ 
table  and  constitutes  a  serious  menace  to  the  communitv. 


SUTTON  COLDFIELD  DISTRICT. 


Return  showing  the  number  of  Births  registered,  together  with  the 
number  of  such  cases  successfully  Vaccinated  or  otherwise 
disposed  of  in  the  above  District  during  the  Twelve 
months  ending  30th  June,  1921. 


VACCINATIQN 

DISTRICT. 


Sutton  Coldfield 


Totals  .... 
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February  6th,  1922. 


Walter  Ernest  House, 
Vaccination  Officer, 

Council  House,  Sutton  Coldfield. 


Non-Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases.  Mumps  and  whoop¬ 
ing  cough  have  been  prevalent  in  the  Schools  during  the  year, 
whooping  cough  during  the  last  quarter  and  mumps  during 
June  and  July.  A  more  serious  outbreak  of  mumps  began  in  the 
Town  Schools  in  December  owing  to  which  the  Infants’  School  was 
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closed  one  week  before  the  Christmas  holidays.  Three  deaths  were 
attributable  to  whooping  cough. 

Measles  occurred  sporadically  during  the  year.  There  was 
one  death. 

Influenza.  The  mortality  figure  for  this  disease  was  two. 

Causes  of  Sickness. 

* 

An  outbreak  of  Gastro-Enteritis  occurred  in  the  Borough 
during  the  early  part  of  the  fourth  quarter .  The  symptoms  were 
suggestive  of  food  poisoning  but  investigation  failed  to  incriminate 
any  particular  food.  Moreover,  the  disease  appears  rarely  to 
have  attacked  more  than  one  person  simultaneously  in  the  same 
family. 

Samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
but  without  any  positive  results. 

Nursing  Arrangements.  Hospitals,  etc. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

General.  (i)  Sutton  Coldfield  District  Nursing  Home  and 

Cottage  Hospital. 

(2)  Hill  and  Four  Oaks  District  Nursing  Association 
affiliated  to  the  Warwickshire  Nursing  Asso¬ 
ciation  (General  and  Maternity). 

For  Infectious  Disease.  Nil. 

Midwives.  Number  practising  in  the  District  :- 

Certified  ....  6 

Uncertified  2 

Total  8 

No  Midwives  are  employed  or  subsidised  by  the  Public 
Health  Authority. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic. 

There  is  one  consultative  Centre  in  Holland  Street  provided  by 
the  Local  Authority.  The  accommodation  consists  of  a  large  hall, 
weighing  room  and  consulting  room,  a  covered-in  shed  for  peram¬ 
bulators,  lavatories,  etc. 

School  Clinics. 

Minor  ailments  and  Dental  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Local  Educa¬ 
tion  Authority’s  School  Centre  in  Holland  Street.  The  Centre 
provides  the  following  accommodation  Waiting  room,  Dental 
room,  Consulting  room  and  Dressing  room  ;  with  resident  quarters 
for  the  School  Nurse. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  daring  the  Year  1921.  Analysis  of  Notification  of  Deaths. 

CASKS  NOTIFIED.  j  DEATHS  FROM  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 
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Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
by  the  County  Council 


1.  Tuberculosis. 

2.  Maternity . 

3.  Children. 

4.  Fever. 

5.  Small-Pox. 

6.  Others. 


Nil. 

Nil. 

The  Children’s  Hospital,  Birmingham. 

Payment  is  made  by  fee,  for  each  child 
treated.  The  arrangement  includes  children 
of,  and  under,  school  age. 

Little  Bromwich  Infectious  Hospital,  under 
the  control  of  the  Birmingham  Authority. 

Small-Pox  Hospital  at  Witton  under  the  control 
of  the  Birmingham  Authority. 

(a)  Sutton  Coldfield  Cottage  Hospital ;  Total 
accommodation  :  11  Beds,  and  2  Cots. 

This  Institution  is  situated  in  the  Town  and 
is  supported  by  Voluntary  contributions. 

(1 b )  All  the  Birmingham  Hospitals  receive 
patients  from  the  Borough. 


Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegitimate 

and  homeless  Children .  Nil. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases  Ambulance  supplied  by  the  Birm¬ 

ingham  Authority. 

(b)  For  accidents,  etc.  Ambulance  at  Fire  Brigade  Station 

provided  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Laboratory  Work. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  Work  is  carried  out  at  the 
Birmingham  University  Laboratory. 

Chemical  Analyses  are  conducted  by  the  County  Public 
Analysts. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  to  Medical  Practitioners 
free  of  charge. 

No.  of  phials  issued  during  the  year 

4,000  Units  10 
2,000  Units  23 

Total  33 
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Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-Laws  and  Regulations  in  force 

in  the  Borough. 

Acts.  i.  The  Sutton  Coldfield  Corporation  Act,  1903. 

2.  The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  adopted  January 

1st,  1921. 

3.  The  Sutton  Coldfield  Corporation  Act,  1920. 

Bye-Laws.  Bye-Laws  exist  for  the  control  of  the  following  :- 

1.  Removal  of  House  Refuse  and  cleansing  of  privies. 

2.  Nuisances. 

3.  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

4.  Slaughter-houses. 

5.  New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

Regulations. 

Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops 
Order  of  1885. 

Disinfection.  Disinfection  of  clothing,  bedding  etc.  is 
carried  out  by  the  Birmingham  Authority.  Premises  are  disin¬ 
fected  by  the  Borough  Sanitary  Authority  by  means  of  formalin 
spray  and  liquid  disinfectants. 

Disinfestation  of  School  Children  is  carried  out  at  the  School 
Centre. 


Statement  of  the  Inspectok  of  Nuisances. 


Registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  ....  None 
Houses  let  in  Lodgings  .  None 


Offensive  Trades. 

Number  on  Register  .  One,  a  Tripe  boiler. 

Informal  Notices  for  cleansing  ....  3 

Visits  . 15 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Number  on  Register  . .  10 

Notices  served  to  cleanse  .  9 

Notices  served  for  Repairs  .  2 

Visits  .  73 


Infectious  Diseases. 

Cases  removed  to  Hospital . 

Diphtheria  .  13 

Scarlet  Fever  .  34 

—Total....  47 

Lots  of  infected  bedding  stoved  or  destroyed  102 

Houses  disinfected  .  105 

Schools  .  2 
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Cowsheds. 

Registered  Cowkeepers  .  45 

Cowsheds  in  use  .  80 

Cowsheds  not  in  use  .  10 

Total  number  of  Cows  kept  .  526 

Accommodation  for  .  546 

Informal  Notices  served  .  27 

Nuisances  abated  .  24 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

Milkshops  registered  .  28 

Informal  Notices  served  .  16 

Dairymen  on  Register .  34 

Informal  Notices  served  .  17 


Bakehouses. 

Number  of  Bakehouses  on  Register  16 
Workshop  Bakehouses  ,,  6 

In  use  ,,  ,,  5 

Factory  ,,  ,,  10 

Informal  Notices  served  for  Cleansing,  etc  5 
Formal  Notices  served  for  Cleansing  etc  nil. 


All  complied  with 
Visits. 

Slaughter  Houses  .  73 

Infectious  Diseases  .  294 

New  Drainage  Work  .  46 

Cesspool  Work .  18 

On  complaints  of  general  nuisance  65 
Factory  and  Workshops  .  276 

Statutory  and  other  Notices  served. 

Formal  Notices  .  134 

Informal  Notices .  241 

Stripping  Notices  after  Infectious  Disease  ....  52 

Letters  written  .  53 

Summary  of  Nuisances  abated  during  1921. 

Ash  pits  filled  in  .  2 

Animals  kept  in  unfit  places  .  20 

Ash  heaps  removed .  5 

Ash  pits,  closet  doors,  walls  and  seats  repaired  ....  15 

Broken  closet  pans  removed  .  9 

Defective  joints  under  closet  pans  .  34 

Broken  soil  pipes .  2 

Defective  soil  pipe  joints  .  9 

Brick  sinks  abolished  and  sanitary  ones  substituted  10 

Sinks  repaired  and  refixed .  12 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  .  21 
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Sink  waste  pipes  disconnected  from  drains  . .  i 

Burst  pipes  in  W.Cs .  5 

Dirty  W.Cs  and  pans  . .  12 

Closets  unstopped  .  17 

W.C.  flushing  cisterns  repaired .  25 

Drains  unstopped  .  5 7 

Gully  channels  and  paving  repaired  .  49 

Cesspools  overflowing .  12 

Repairs  to  Cesspools  .  3 

Houses  cleansed  .  9 

Washhouses  and  W.Cs.  limewashed .  23 

Dirty  houses  yards,  etc . . . . .  16 

Roofs,  chimneys,  spouting,  etc.  repaired  .  76 

W alls  and  ceiling  plaster  repaired  .  69 

Floors,  doors  and  windows  repaired  .  37 

Insufficient  bedding .  7 

Furnace  grates  and  coppers  repaired  .  22 

Soft-water  cisterns  repaired  or  abolished  .  21 

Underground  cisterns  abolished .  2 

Privies  and  pans  emptied  .  7 

Manure  and  trade  refuse  removed .  18 

Slaughter-houses  cleansed  . 

Bones  and  hides  removed  .  4 

Lavatory  basins  fixed  . . .  1 

Ventilating  pipe  unstopped  .  2 

Pig  tubs  too  near  dwelling  .  3 

Old  drains  tested  with  smoke  .  39 

Cowshed  and  milk  store  cleansed .  12 

,,  insufficiently  ventilated  .  1 

,,  insufficiently  drained  .  1 

Bakehouses  and  workshops  limewashed  .  8 

Urinal  cleansed  and  floors  relaid  .  2 

Food  shops  cleansed  . 1 

Sanitary  Bins  provided  .  14 

Gable  end  of  houses  tarred  for  damp  .  2 

Privies  and  pans  abolished  .  2 

Closets  insufficiently  ventilated  .  5 

Stairs  repaired  .  3 

Tip  Closets  converted  to  W.Cs .  3 

New  W.C.  pans  and  traps  fixed .  13 

,,  Soil  pipes  erected  . . 2 

,,  W.C.  flushing  cistern  erected  . 6 

,,  Drains  laid  to  old  property  . 17 

Gullies  fixed . 18 

Cesspools  constructed .  3 

Overcrowding  . 6 

Complaints  of  rats  .  8 

it. 


Conservancy  System  in  the  Borough. 


Privies. 

Pans 

Tip 

Closets. 

Tip  Closets 
converted  toW.Cs, 

Privies  converted 
to  W.Cs. 

Privies  converted 
to  pan. 

99 

105 

3 

3 

I 

nil. 

Number  of  Ash  Bins,  Etc.,  in  the  Borough. 


Ash  Bins. 

Ash  Pits. 

Boxes. 

2351 

1894 

470 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Preston,  Chief  County  Inspector  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  for  the  following  report  of  samples  taken 
at  Sutton  Coldfield  during  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1921. 


Milk  .  52 

Sterilized  Milk  .  3 

Cream  .  2 

Butter  .  2 

“  Egall  ”  1 

Preserved  Egg  .  1 

Lemon  Crystals .  1 

Pepper  .  3 

Camphorated  Oil  .  1 

Sweet  Spirits  of  Nitre  .  2 

Ammon.  Tine,  of  Quinine  1 

Prescription  . , .  1 

Aspirin  Tablets  .  2 

Ale  .  1 

Total  .  73  Samples. 


Sixty-one  samples  proved  to  be  genuine,  and  12  samples 
were  either  adulterated  or  deficient,  as  follows 

(1)  P25.  Milk,  deficient  of  26%  of  fat. 

Proceedings  were  taken  before  the  Sutton  Bench  and  the 
vendors  were  ordered  to  pay  £5/5/-  costs. 

(2)  P28.  Milk.  Adulterated  with  4%  of  water.  This  vendor 

was  supplied  by  the  vendor  of  Samples  P31  and  P32  below 

(3)  P31.  Milk,  adulterated  with  5%  of  water. 


I2t 


(4)  P32.  Milk,  adulterated  with  5%  of  water. 

Both  these  samples  were  taken  from  a  Milk  Contractor  in 
course  of  delivery  to  the  vendor  of  P28  above. 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  this  Milk  Contractor  with 
regard  to  samples  P31  and  P32,  but  he  in  turn  was 
found  to  have  been  supplied  with  adulterated  milk 
by  a  Farmer  in  another  part  of  the  County  who  was 
prosecuted  at  Coleshill  Court  and  fined  £1,  and 

£4/4/-  costs- 

Proceedings  were  withdrawn  against  him  as  he  was  no 
doubt  an  innocent  victim  in  the  matter. 

(5)  P436.  Milk,  adulterated  with  5%  of  water  (informal). 

Further  samples  were  proved  to  be  genuine,  but  this 
vendor  is  being  kept  under  strict  observation. 

(6)  P466.  Milk,  adulterated  with  10%  of  water  (official). 

(7)  P467.  Milk,  adulterated  with  10%  of  water  (informal). 

Both  these  samples  were  taken  from  the  same  vendor, 
proceedings  were  taken  with  regard  to  P466  at  Sutton 
but  as  he  was  supplied  by  the  vendor  of  sample  P488 
etc.  below  and  had  a  written  warranty,  which  he 
proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Bench,  the  case 
against  him  was  dismissed. 

(8)  P488.  Milk,  deficient  of  13%  of  fat  (official). 

(9)  P489.  Milk,  adulterated  with  7%  of  water  (official). 

(10)  P499.  Milk,  adulterated  with  4%  of  water  (informal). 

These  three  samples  were  taken  from  a  farmer  who  supplied 
the  vendor  of  sample  P466  and  P467  above. 

Proceedings  were  taken  with  regard  to  samples  P488  and 
P489,  and  the  defendant  was  fined  40/-  in  one  case, 
and  ordered  to  pay  £4/4/-  special  costs,  in  addition  to 
the  Court  costs  in  the  other  case,  £6/8/-  in  all). 

(11)  P122.  Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre,  deficient  of  16%  of  Ethyl 

Nitrate  (informal). 

(12)  P124.  Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre,  deficient  of  19%  of  Ethyl 

Nitrate  (informal). 

The  vendors  of  both  these  samples  were  cautioned. 

J.  E.  Preston, 

Chief  Inspector  under  Food  and 
Drugs  Act. 
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South  Staffordshire  Watei  Company. 

Pump  Water. 

Description. 

Pump  Farm  . 

Pump  Farm  . 

Maney  Ward  . 

Trinity  Ward  . 

Wylde  Green  Ward 

Walmley  Ward  . 

Boldmere  Ward  . 

Hill  Ward  . 

Locality 

Feb.  9th 

Sept  13th. 

Feb.  9th. 
Mar. 10th. 
May  3rd. 
Aug.  31st. 
Aug.  31st. 
Nov. 20th. 

Date 

0.002 

0.002 

trace 

trace 

0 

0 

0 

0.001 

Free  and 
Saline 
Amm'nia 

0.014 

0.013 

oooo © o 

0  0  0*000 
o  o  o  o  o  o 

OJL.L©tO«i>. 

Albu¬ 

minoid 

Amm'nia 

4.300 

9.6000 

to  to  to  to  to  to 

II-  on  b  to 
o  o  o  o  o  o 
o  o  o  o  o  o 

Chlorine 

in 

Chlorides 

0.330 

1.320 

trace 

0.110 

0  550 
0.550 
0.550 
0.270 

Nitrogen 

in 

Nitrates 

and 

Nitrites 

0.125 

0  156 

o  o  o  o  o  o 
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Oxygen 
absorbed 
in  4hours 
at  80.  F 
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AN  ALYSIS  OF  DRINKING  WATER. 


Public  Health  Staff. 


Officer. 

Whole  or 
part  time. 

C’tribution 

from 

Exchequer 

Grants. 

Diplomas 
etc.,  held 

Other  Public  Offices 
held. 

Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

Part  time 

Yes 

D.P.H. 

School  Medical  Officer. 
Medical  Officer  to  Mat¬ 
ernity  and  Child 
Welfare  Centre. 

Sanitary 

Part  time 

Yes 

A.M.I.C.E. 

Borough  Surveyor. 

Inspector 

Assist.  Sanitary 

Full  time 

Yes 

— 

Nil. 

Inspector. 

Health  Visitor. 

Full  time 

Yes 

C.M.B. 

Nil. 

School  Nurse 

Full  time 

Grant  from 
Board  of 
Education 

C.M.B. 

Nil. 

Housing. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year 


(a)  Total  .  227 

(b)  As  part  of  a  Municipal  Scheme  .  143 


1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses . 

Inspection.  (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  blousing 


Acts)  . 850 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations  1910  .  196 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  .  Nil- 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  460 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  other  Officers  .  310 


*5* 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing  Town 
Planning,  etc.  Act,  1919  :- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 


were  served  requiring  repairs .  106 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  :- 

(a)  by  Owners  .  91 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owmers . Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations 
by  Owners  of  intention  to  close .  Nil. 

B. — Proceeding  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied .  44 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied 

(a)  by  Owners  .  39 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  .  Nil 


C. — Proceedings  under  Section  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town 


Planning  etc.  Act,  1909  :- 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the 
making  of  Closing  Orders .  Nil. 

2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  . Nil. 

(3  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having 
been  rendered  fit  .  Nil. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli¬ 
tion  Orders  were  made .  Nil. 

.(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders .  Nil. 


Milk  Production. 

As  the  result  of  representations  which  I  have  made  to  you 
from  time  to  time  in  the  matter  of  Milk  production,  a  special  Com¬ 
mittee  was  appointed  to  consider  the  question. 

It  was  decided  that  the  existing  Regulations  under  the 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order  drafted  in  1885  should  be 
rescinded  and  that  Regulations  based  on  the  Model  Regulations 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  should  be  adopted. 

As  I  pointed  out  in  my  Report  for  1920  there  are  a  consider¬ 
able  number  of  very  unsatisfactory  premises  in  use  as  cowsheds  ; 
premises  where  no  facilities  exist  for  production  of  clean  milk,  and 
the  management  of  which  leaves  much  to  be  desired. 

16. 


I  trust  that  the  adoption  of  these  Regulations  will  afford 
a  means  of  impressing  the  more  negligent  cowkeepers  with  a  sense 
of  their  duty  to  the  community. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

An  application  for  a  license  for  a  private  slaughter  house 
was  received  during  the  year.  I  offered  objections  to  this  on  the 
grounds  of  difficulty  of  inspection,  the  premises  being  situated  in 
the  country.  No  decision,  has  yet  been  reached. 

The  slaughter  houses  on  the  Register  have  been  conducted  in  a 
satisfactory  manner. 


I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  W.  A.  H.  Clarry,  Borough  Surveyor, 
for  the  following  Report  on  drainage  and  scavenging 

Drainage  and  Sewage.  For  the  drainage  of  new  houses 
the  sewers  in  Hollyfield  Road,  Sherifoot  Lane,  Green  Lanes,  and 
Orphanage  Road  were  extended  ;  that  in  the  last-named  road  to 
take  the  drainage  of  some  twenty  houses  in  the  City  of  Birmingham. 

A  start  was  also  made  to  lay  a  surface  water  drain  in  Chester 
Road  from  Sycamore  Road  to  College  Road,  also  in  the  Tamworth 
Road  from  the  Railway  Bridge  to  Whitehouse  Common  Road,  in 
connection  with  the  improvements  of  this  road. 

All  the  public  sewers  and  drains  were  regularly  flushed  and 
disinfected,  although  great  care  had  to  be  exercised  to  prevent  the 
waste  of  water  owing  to  the  long  dry  summer. 

Fifty-two  connections  were  made  to  the  Public  sewers  to  drain 
133  houses. 

Refuse  Destructor.  A  total  quantity  of  3,662  tons  17  cwt. 
of  house  refuse  was  collected  from  the  Special  Area  during  the 
twelve  months.  This  quantity  was  burnt  upon  the  cells  at  the 
Destructor  and  from  the  steam  raised  in  the  boiler,  181,264  units 
of  electricity  were  generated,  giving  an  average  of  49  units  per  ton. 
The  quantity  collected  during  the  previous  year  was  220  tons  more, 
and  the  average  units  per  ton  50.6. 

There  has  been  a  great  demand  for  clinker  ashes,  to  use  as 
rough  foundations  for  new  carriage-ways,  and  the  raising  of  foot¬ 
ways,  in  fact  the  demand  is,  and  will  be  greater  than  the  Destructor 
can  provide. 

During  the  present  year  the  Special  Area  is  being  enlarged  to 
include  recently-developed  portions  of  the  Borough. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Work. 

Health  Visitor’s  Report  for  1921. 

From  January  to  December  inclusive,  453  births  were  notified 
in  the  Borough,  under  the  notification  of  Births  Act,  including  14 

17. 


still-births.  Of  this  number  67  were  received  from  the  Penns  Lane 
Maternity  Home,  all  of  which  with  one  exception  were  resident  out 
of  the  Borough,  consequently  only  one  case  could  be  visited  and 
followed  up. 

256  First  Visits  were  paid  under  the  Notification  of  Births 
Act.,  1,635  Re-visits,  and  9  enquiries  into  still-births  were  made. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  Three  cases  of  discharge  from 
eyes  occurred.  Two  were  notified  by  a  Doctor,  the  third  being 
treated  at  the  Eye  Hospital.  All  responded  well  to  treatment  and 
made  complete  recovery.  Total  visits  16. 

Ante-Natal  Visits.  38. 

Total  Number  of  Health  Visits  1,954. 

The  general  condition  of  the  majority  of  houses  visited  is 
good,  the  children  being  well  clothed  and  cared  for.  The  progress 
of  the  unsatisfactory  ones  is  distinctly  encouraging,  showing  marked 
improvement  in  contrast  with  the  earlier  months  of  the  year. 
Breast-feeding  too,  is  increasing.  Quite  80%  of  the  children  born 
are  breast  fed. 

Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare  Centre.  The  Centre 
opened  48  times  during  the  year,  the  Health  Visitor  attending  on 
44  occasions,  and  when  absent  the  School  Nurse  attended. 


Total  number  of  attendances  for  the  year .  4,622 

Mothers .  2,037 

Ante-Natal  .  49 

Children  .  2,536 


This  gives  an  average  of  96  attendances  per  Meeting. 

The  new  premises  in  Holland  Street  were  opened  in  April 
and  have  proved  most  satisfactory,  as  the  work  can  now  be  done 
much  more  efficiently  than  was  possible  when  the  Meetings  were 
held  in  the  Reading  Room  of  the  Council  House. 

In  September  a  Clinic  was  commenced  for  the  observation 
of  children.  This  Clinic  is  held  every  Thursday  morning  from  10 
to  12  o’clock.  Attendances  ....  65. 

In  addition  to  the  above  Meetings  the  room  is  used  for 
Lectures  to  the  Mothers,  and  a  sewing  class  is  held  every  Thursday 
afternoon  by  the  Voluntary  helpers. 

A.  E.  Williams,  Health  Visitor. 

Meterological  Observations. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  W.  A.  H.  Clarry,  Borough  Surveyor, 
for  the  attached  Table  of  Meterological  readings  taken  by  the 
Park  Forester  (Mr.  H.  Harland).  The  mean  temperature  for  the 
year  was  48.60F,  i.iqf  above  that  of  the  previous  year. 

The  rainfall  was  exceptionally  low,  18.87  inches,  as  compared 
with  29.25  inches  during  1920. 

Shade  temperatures  over  75°F.  were  registered  from  May  till 
October,  the  highest,  90°f.  being  registered  on  July  nth. 
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METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS  TAKEN  AT  THE  PARK  LODGE,  AND  COUNCIL  HOUSE,  SUTTON  COLDFIELD, 
DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  81st  DECEMBER,  1921,  BY  THE  PARK  FORESTER  (Mr.  H.  HARLAND). 

Lat.  :  52  deg.  83  mi.  22  sec.,  N.  Long.  :  1  deg.  49  mi.  42  sec.,  W. 


Height  of  Rain  Gauge  above  Sea  Level,  370.5  feet. 


MONTH. 

RAINFALL. 
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Depth. 

Date. 

Inches,  j  Date. 

Inches. 

Date 

Degrees 

Date 

Degrees 

Date. 

Degrees 

Degrees 

Date. 

Degrees 

Date 

Hrs.  Mins. 

January  .... 
February 

March . 

April  . 

Mav  . 

Tune  . 

July  . 

August  .... 
September 
October  .... 
November 
December 

2.03 

0.21 

1.15 
1.27 
1.18 
0.51 
0.46 
5.02 
0.94 

2.16 
1.68 
2.26 

19 

3 

18 

12 

11 

3 

4 

16 

7 

9 

12 

13 

0.41 

0.17 

0.21 

0.27 

0.31 

0.41 

0.21 

1.10 

0.40 

1.18 

0.63 

0.52 

1st 
25th 
13  th 
13th 
7th 
3rd 
25th 
11th 
12th 
3rd 
2nd 
27th 

29.751 

30,846 

30.762 

30.405 

30.400 

30.584 

30.714 

30.213 

30.095 

29.716 

29.670 

29.687 

28th 

27th 

8th 

11th 

25th 

30th 

11th 

1st 

29th 

1st 

29th 

7th 

29,592 

29,750 

29.763 

30.098 

29.804 

30.195 

30.298 

29.276 

29.297 

29.321 

29.409 

29.183 

18  th 
2nd 
18th 
22nd 
4th 
3rd 
29th 
11th 
12th 
21st 
21st 
31st 

56.3 

58.3 
63.0 
69.0 
77.2 
86.0 
90.0 

76.4 

79.8 

75.4 
57.0 

55.8 

10  th 
24  th 
25th 
29th 
25th 
26th 
11th 
19  th 
9th 
10  th 
5th 
28th 

21.5 

21.5 
24.0 
24.0 

26.6 
34.0 
35.0 
34.5 
33.4 
29.2 
14.8 
22.7 

15  th 
22nd 
8th 
16th 
5th 
12  th 

5  th 
31st 
28th 
24th 
11th 
26th 

42.8 

37.3 
43.2 

44.8 

51.1 

57.2 

64.4 
58.0 

54.5 

52.3 
37.7 

40.6 

80.7 
98.0 

107.6 

119  5 

127.3 

135.3 

136.7 
123.0 
125.6 

111.8 

86.8 
67.4 

23rd 
24th 
25th 
30th 
25th 
26th 
10  th 
2nd 
9th 
2nd 
6th 
31st 

16,2 

16.4 
18.0 

15.4 
24.0 
26.3 

29.5 
32.8 

28.5 

21.5 

9.6 

15.6 

U4th 
22nd 
8th 
16  th 
27th 
12th 
5th 
31st 
28th 
24th 
11th 
4th 

27  20 

61  34 

109  21 

206  13 

214  11 

196  38 

237  56 

131  58 

179  56 

148  43 

51  9 

34  20 

January 

February 

March. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

August. 

September 

October 

November 

December 

. 

Totals 

18.87 

• 

127 

Mean  for  the  Year 

48.6 

Total 

1599  19 

1 8a. 


W.  A.  H.  CLARRY,  Borough  Surveyor. 


. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  o!  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year 
1921,  for  the  Borough  of  Sutton  Coldfield. 


♦ 

Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces  &  Homework. 

1.— INSPECTION. 


( Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors 

of  Nuisances.) 


Piemises 

Number  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions. 

Written 

Notices 

Prosecu  - 
tions. 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  . 

Workshops  (Including  Workshop  Laundries)  .... 
Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers'  premises 
in  Part  3  of  this  Renorti . 

122 

159 

8 

10 

• 

Total  .... 

281 

18 

— 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Particulars 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 

Want  of  cleanliness  . 

Want  of  ventilation . 

Overcrowding  . 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  . 

Other  nuisances  . 

Sanitary  accommodation — 

Insufficient  . . 

Unsuitable  or  defective  . 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Work¬ 
shop  Acts  :: — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 

bakehouse  5.  101)  . 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  require¬ 
ments  for  bakehouses  (ss.  97  to 

100)  . 

Other  offences  . . 


Total  .... 


Number  of  Defects 

Number 

of 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Found 

remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspec¬ 
tor 

7 

7 

— 

— 

.  2 

2 

— 

• — 

9 

9 

— 

— 

18 

18 

— 

— 

19 


3.— HOME  WORK 


Nil. 


4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  end  of  Year. 

(1) 


Number 

(2) 


A 

8*° 

C/3 


C/3 

o 

A 

C/3 

A 

(h 

O 

* 


►>*> 

a 

C/3 

<13 

C/3 

P 

o 

A 

<v 

A 

JSsi 

a> 

O 


Vh 

O 

a 


C/3 

3-t 

O 

* 

CO 


CD 

+-> 

fc 

a 

P 

P 

<D 


Workshops  Bakehouses  . 

Dressmakers  . 

Upholsterers  . 

Glaziers  and  Plumber5?  . 

Builders  and  Joiners  . 

Farriers  . 

Basket  Makers  . 

Millinery  . . 

Boot  Repairers  . . 

Tailors . 

Photographers  . 

Saddlers . 

Cycle  and  Motor  Repairers 

Watch  Repairers  . 

Stonemason  . 

Tinworker  . 


6 

6 

2 

8 

3 

6 

1 

6 

9 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 


Total  Number  of  Workshops  on  Register  59 


5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 

Class. 

Number. 

0) 

(2) 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 
Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Work¬ 
shops  Acts  (s.  133,  1901)  . 

Nil. 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector 
as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but 
not  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts  (s.  5 
1901)  — 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  . 

Nil. 

Reports  of  action  taken  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector 

Nil. 

Other  . 

- 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  in  use  at  the  end  of 
the  year  . 

Nil. 

20. 


